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Preface 
 
The Community Health Assessment Report 2004 is organized into three parts.  The first part, the Executive 
Summary, provides an overview of key population health issues in the Winnipeg Health Region.  The second 
part, Population Health Profiles, describes health issues for various populations residing in the Winnipeg Health 
Region.  The third part, the Data Book, is a comprehensive set of indicators that reflect the evidence used to 
develop population health profiles. 
 
The Data Book has been created to support the information needs of the Comprehensive Community Health 
Assessment Report 2004.  This is a technical report providing information on a comprehensive set of population 
health and health system measures.   
 
Indicators in the Data Book are presented using Manitoba’s Health Performance Measurement Framework.  For 
each indicator the description, definition, methodology, source, findings and highlights are provided.  Where 
possible, every attempt has been made to use the most current, reliable and valid information with comparisons 
made over time, between geographies and by sex.  
 
Information has been obtained from a variety of sources, both quantitative and qualitative, to provide 
comprehensive data for the Community Health Assessment Report 2004.  The development of the indicators in 
the Data Book is a process that has evolved over the past five years ensuring synergies between local, 
provincial and national activities.  Indicators were identified based on the reporting needs of the Winnipeg 
Regional Health Authority, Winnipeg Regional Health Authority Board’s Strategic Plan, Manitoba Health required 
indicators, and the Population Health Assessment Framework of the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority. The 
Data Book could not have been produced without the contributions of many people and organizations. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Data Book, Community Health Assessment Report 2004 is: 
Î To meet the requirements of Manitoba Health as mandated in the RHA Act, and guidelines set out by 

Manitoba Health (November, 2003). 
Î To provide baseline information on a broad set of indicators from which to measure future progress 
Î To support evidence-based planning, resource allocation and priority setting within the Winnipeg 

Regional Health Authority 
Î To provide information that will enable and engage our community and key stakeholders (public, 

Community Health Advisory Councils, and other organizations) to identify and discuss opportunities to 
improve the health and well-being of our population 

Î To inform the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, Manitoba Health and other organizations when 
developing public policy 

 
The overall purpose of the comprehensive Community Health Assessment 2004 report is: 
Î To establish baseline information using Manitoba Health’s Performance Measurement Framework and 

the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority’s Population Health Assessment Framework. 
Î To provide information to support evidence-based decision making, resource allocation and priority 

setting within the region 
Î To provide information about the determinants of health and health outcomes of the population 
Î To endorse the concept of measurement and monitoring in the health system 
Î To identify information gaps 
Î To meet the requirements of Manitoba Health as mandated in the Regional Health Authorities Act: 

2:23:2(b). 
 
The Data Book identifies how healthy the population is on a variety of measures and how the system compares 
to provincial or national measures where possible.  However, it does not explain the findings nor does it identify 
what can be done to address the findings.  It is designed to measure current status, encourage debate and 
dialogue and inspire action to improve the overall health of our population.  

Background 
 



Background  

                                                                                                          Background 
                                                    Data Book, CHA Report 2004 

Acknowledgements 
 

 
The Winnipeg Regional Health Authority wishes to acknowledge and thank the many individuals and 
organizations that contributed expertise to this report.  
 
The Community Health Assessment Report, 2004 would not have been possible without the substantial 
contributions of the Population Health and Health System Analysis Team: 

Ms. Anne Hakansson 
Ms. Carol Hart 
Mr. Scott Nowicki 
Ms. Cathy Pope 
Ms. Tracey Russnak-Redden 
Ms. Miroslava Svitlica 

 
Contributions of Note: 

Population Health Committee of the Board, WRHA 
Dr. Alex Basilevsky, University of Winnipeg  
Mr. Erik Aasland 
Ms. Debbie Nowicki, Communicable Disease Program Specialist 

 Mr. Jamie Care, Communications, WRHA 
GeoMap Manitoba 
Mr. Kurt Penner, Director, Community and Corporate eHealth Services & Staff 
Ms. Andrea Zajac, WRHA  
Ms. Lorraine Dacombe-Dewar & Staff, Regional Support Services, Manitoba Health  
Ms. Caroline Kauss, Vital Statistic Agency, Government of Manitoba 
Mr. Wilf Falk, Manitoba Bureau of Statistics, Government of Manitoba 
Mr. Marcel Chartier, Manitoba Bureau of Statistics, Government of Manitoba 
Ms. Deborah Malazdrewicz & Staff, Health Information Management, Manitoba Health 
Diabetes and Chronic Diseases Unit, Manitoba Health 
Ms. Donna Turner, Epidemiologist, CancerCare Manitoba 
Ms. Tara Mawhinney and Dr. Carole Beaudoin, Communicable Disease Control Unit, Manitoba Health 
Ms. Jade Moon, Statistics Canada 
Community Health Assessment Network representing all Regional Health Authorities in Manitoba 
Manitoba Centre for Health Policy (Need to Know Project, 2002) 

 
 
Your feedback and input are valued, and important to the ongoing health assessment process and analysis of 
information.  If you wish to provide feedback, please e-mail statsinfo@wrha.mb.ca or fax the Population Health 
and Health System Analysis Team at (204) 947-9970. 
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